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Southwest Arabia for long has been a relatively neglected 
area of study; published works on this region are fairly few in 
number and very varied in nature. This bibliography has been 
compiled in order to provide an up-to-date guide to the range of 
material available in European languages. 


Material in the bibliography generally has been classified 
into two sections: the Yemen Arab Republic and the People's Demo- 
cratic Republic of Yemen (once Aden Colony and Protectorate). In 
some cases this division is purely arbitrary aS many nineteenth 
century works use the term 'Yemen' and ‘Arabia Felix’ to refer to 
the whole area, whilst in the twentieth century, the term ‘'Yemen' 
is sometimes used to refer to the Northern Yemen alone. 


The paucity of published works on the Yemens in part re- 
flects the peripheral position of interest which they occupied 
until the 1930's and 40's within the larger region of the Middle 
East which itself has only become of central importance to 
Western interests during the same period. Even now neither of 
the Yemens possess oil reserves or offer opportunities for large- 
scale foreign investment. Even the importance of the Red Sea 
shipping route was deflated by the discovery that between 1967 
and 1975 the world survived very well without the Suez Canal. 
Nevertheless, the geopolitics of the Indian Ocean, the socio- 
political instability and the economic problems not only of S.W. 
Arabia but also of the lands across the Red Sea narrows, are 
combining to make the Yemens a more important focus of interest 
to neighbours and distant powers than they have ever been before. 


Many governmental and international agency reports which 
have begun to flow in increasing volume since 1970 are difficult 
to obtain. A selection of the most important of these is made in 
an appendix to serve at least as an indication of contemporary 
lines of applied work, mainly associated with development. 


Acknowledgement is made to Dr. John H. Stevens and 
Dr. Russell King whose researches provided a basis for this 
bibliography. Also to Miss Avril Yeates who prepared this biblio- 
graphy for publication. 
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